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Man has a natural desire to 
understand his origins- the Bible tells 
us the story of creation - men try to 
explain apart from God - Chafer 
suggests the results of such enquiries 
reveal man has no certain information 
about such matters apart from God.
Evolution is the most accepted theory 
in the world to explain the origin of life 
- development through natural 
selection.
A single cell undergoes small changes 
by mutation to form all living things - 
God made all things, “according to 
their kind” Gen 1:24

MAN AS CREATED BEING
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Man was made in the image and 
likeness of God - Gen 1:26-27
Theistic evolution suggests God 
using evolution as a method 
requires a denial of the literal 
meaning of the creation texts in 
Genesis.
Man’s creation is clearly taught - 
Gen 1, Jn 1:3, Col 1:16, Heb 11:3
Gen 1 has 17 refs to God as 
creator - along with 50+ elsewhere 
in the Bible
This is creation out of nothing - 
noting existed before creation.
Ex. 20:11, Ps 8:3-6, etc.
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Man is seen as the crowning work of creation, 
which took only 6 days.
Some say creation was in fact a re-creation 
following an earlier creation during which satan 
and the angels fell. (Chafer states this would 
account for an inorganic world far older than Gen 
1-2 would suggest).
Some suggest day is actually a time period - it is 
also used at times for longer periods, Day of the 
Lord
24 hour time period - in which case God created 
the world with apparent age. Gen 1:11 a tree 
grows and bears fruit in one day - did this happen 
in 24 hours (miraculously), or did it take longer.
People believing the inspiration and inerrancy of 
the Bible take this literally.
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THE NATURE OF MAN
Man - made in the image and likeness of 
God, who breathed life into him - these three 
aspects make man a moral being with 
intellect, capacity for feeling and a will.
Man in general is material (dust) and 
immaterial (spirit, breath) 2 Cor 4:16
So we do not lose heart. Though our outer 
self is wasting away, our inner self is being 
renewed day by day.
The soul and spirit will live forever but the 
body will return to dust, Ecc 12:7
These terms are used interchangeably in the 
Bible - in general the spirit is seen as the part 
of man reaching and communing with god 
and the soul  relates to self, intellect, will etc.
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Heart, will and conscience are also 
used to refer to the inner man - Eph 
3:16-17
that according to the riches of his glory 
he may grant you to be strengthened 
with power through his Spirit in your 
inner being, so that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith
The use of the different terms in 
contrast to one another or in a similar 
sense can led to confusion.
Some pagan religions believe the 
immaterial part of man is pre-existent, 
eternal, and is incarnated in human 
flesh. Some theologians believe the 
human soul is created by God at the 
start of human existence
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The commonly held traducian theory says soul and 
spirit are propagated by natural generation, and for 
this reason man receives a sinful soul and spirit 
because his parents are sinful.
At death a mans soul (this is all mankind) and spirit 
are subject to resurrection.
The flesh can refer to the whole of unregenerate 
man.
Bodies of saved people are called temples - yet also 
earthen vessels and vile bodies which have to be 
brought into line with God’s plans. Our bodies will be 
transformed, sanctified,saved, redeemed and 
glorified
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Rom 8:11
Rom 8:17-18
Rom 8:23
1 Cor 6:13-20
Phil 3:20-21
In life Jesus had a 
perfect body, as he did 
after his resurrection - 
we shall too.
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MAN HIS FALL
Adam before the Fall

Adam after the Fall

The effect of the Fall upon the human race
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Sin entered the world as 
angels fell
Adam’s sin is recorded in the 
early chapters of Genesis
Was this a literal event or a 
myth which tries to explain 
sin?
Orthodox Christian belief says 
it is literal and the rest of the 
Bible treats it as such.
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A. ADAM BEFORE THE FALL
The Bible is simple in the way it 
introduces Adam and Eve, and their sin, 
the Fall of man.
We do not know how long it took man to 
sin - he had become used to Eden having 
named all animals.
They were made “very good’, innocent, 
they had personality and an ability to 
make decisions / choices.
Man had the ability to sin and did so after 
satanic influence. Gen 3:4-7
The story of how they sinned is seen in 
Gen 3:1-6 - they had been told not to eat 
of one thing only Gen 2:17 - this would 
test their obedience.
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Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of 
the field that the LORD God had made.
He said to the woman, "Did God actually say, 'You shall not 
eat of any tree in the garden'?"And the woman said to the 
serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden,but God said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree 
that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, 
lest you die.'" But the serpent said to the woman, "You will 
not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 
and evil." So when the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit 
and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was 
with her, and he ate.
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Satan is seen as the arch deceiver - 
certainty of punishment is questioned 
- and the Word of God denied.
“what satan did not reveal was that 
they would have the power to know 
good and evil without the power to 
do good” 
How Eve saw is open to debate - was 
it her or did satan point it out to her?
Similar to 1 Jn 2:16- For all that is in 
the world—the desires of the flesh and 
the desires of the eyes and pride in 
possessions—is not from the Father 
but is from the world.
Also seen in the temptation of Christ.
Adam followed Eve though he was not 
deceived - 1 Tim 2:14
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B. ADAM AFTER THE FALL
For Adam and Eve sin had some far 
reaching changes:
1. They became subject to spiritual 
and physical death - Gen 2:17 - 
separation from God resulted - age, 
decay and physical death separates 
body from soul
2. God’s judgment fell on satan, the 
serpent shall crawl on the ground - 
Gen 3:14,15 - enmity between serpent 
and man - the conflict of Christ and 
satan at the cross, “he shall bruise 
your head, and you shall bruise his 
heel.”
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3. Special judgment on Eve - 
pain in childbirth, submission to 
husband
4. A curse on Adam - hard labour 
of a ground now cursed with 
thorns etc. - creation is changed 
by mans sin, Rom 8:22 - later on 
Scripture reveals a partial lifting of 
the effects of sin through salvation 
and of the curse on the ground in 
the millennial kingdom.
Adam and Eve cast out of the 
garden start to experience pain, 
sorrow and struggle - like all 
humanity since.
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C. THE EFFECT UPON THE RACE OF ADAM’S SIN

Immediately they died spiritually - and 
subsequent generations became subject to 
spiritual death. Now Adam had a depraved 
nature - all will be slaves to sin. This idea of 
sin being imputed to future generations is 
important.
1. Sin of Adam is imputed to his posterity - 
Rom 5:12-14
2. The sin of man is imputed to Christ 2 Cor 
5:21
3. The righteousness of God is imputed to 
those who believe - Gen 15:6, Ps 32:2, 
Rom 3:22, 4:3, 8, 21-25, Philemon 17, 18
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The Bible suggests Adam is a federal 
(representative) head for all humanity 
and his sin is immediately and 
directly imputed to every member of 
the race- who will all therefore die.
Rom 5:12-14
By Adam it is as if the sin is 
transmitted in the form of sinful 
nature or inheritance, to all future 
generations - father to son.
Men are born in sin - it is by their 
sinful nature they sin are drawn into 
sin.
If people are irresponsible (infants 
etc.) there is provision in the gospel 

How would you answer 
someone who said they 
are not responsible for 

Adam’s sin?
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The holy judgments of God rest on all 
men outside of Christ:
1. Because of imputed sin
2. Because of the inherited sinful 
nature
3. Because they are under sin
4. Because of their own personal sins
The good news is that there is 
salvation from this is Christ!
The penalties of the old sinful nature 
are; 1. Physical death (separation of 
body and soul)
2. Spiritual death - as for Adam
3. The second death - eternal 
separation from God and banishing 
from his presence Rev 2:11, 20:6, 14
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