
THE HOLY SPIRIT

(his role in people being born again)

Regeneration
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The Christian life of faith starts 
with being born again - 
regeneration is a vital part of 
this.
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Regeneration only 2x in the NT 
(Matt 19:28), Titus 3:5

This is the basis for expressing 
the idea of new life, new birth, 
spiritual resurrection, new 
creation - a general term for the 
new spiritual life believers receive 
as sons of God.

A. DEFINITION OF REGENERATION
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Regeneration only 2x in the NT 
(Matt 19:28), Titus 3:5

This is the basis for expressing 
the idea of new life, new birth, 
spiritual resurrection, new 
creation - a general term for the 
new spiritual life believers receive 
as sons of God.

A. DEFINITION OF REGENERATION

Regeneration: The 
origination of the 
eternal life which 
comes into the 
believer in Christ at 
the moment of faith, 
the instantaneous 
change from a state of 
spiritual death to a 
state of spiritual life.
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By its nature regeneration has to 
be a work of God

John 1:13

Likened to spiritual resurrection 
and creation - John 5:21, 2 Cor 
5:17

Father, Son and HSp are involved:

Father - James 1:17-18

Jesus Christ - 2 Cor 5:18

B. REGENERATION BY HOLY SPIRIT
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By its nature regeneration has to 
be a work of God

John 1:13

Likened to spiritual resurrection 
and creation - John 5:21, 2 Cor 
5:17

Father, Son and HSp are involved:

Father - James 1:17-18

Jesus Christ - 2 Cor 5:18

B. REGENERATION BY HOLY SPIRIT

However HSp does seem to have  
a special role as regenerator:

John 3:3-7, Titus 3:5

A parallel might be the birth of 
Christ - where God becomes his 
Father, the life of the son was in 
Christ, yet he was conceived by 
the HSp.
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In regeneration a person who was 
spiritually dead comes alive. This is 
described as,

1. Being born again - see 
Nicodemus

2. Spiritual resurrection - 
Rom 6:13, Eph 2:5

3. Putting on the new man - 
Eph 4:24, 2 Cor 5:17

C. ETERNAL LIFE IS IMPARTED BY 
REGENERATION
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In regeneration a person who was 
spiritually dead comes alive. This is 
described as,

1. Being born again - see 
Nicodemus

2. Spiritual resurrection - 
Rom 6:13, Eph 2:5

3. Putting on the new man - 
Eph 4:24, 2 Cor 5:17

C. ETERNAL LIFE IS IMPARTED BY 
REGENERATION

The nature of this is that it cannot 
be accomplished by man - not of 
human will - and it is not an 
ordinance (order, rite) of the 
church - it is an act of God in 
response to the faith of man.

Regeneration is instantaneous, it is 
inseparable from salvation - but any 
experience associated with 
salvation is evidence of 
regeneration - the experience is 
the result of new birth
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Regeneration is like a foundation 
upon which our spiritual life is built 
- without regeneration we do not 
get the rest of salvation.

1. Receiving a new nature - as 
a result of faith in Christ and being 
born again

Eph 4:24 - 

Often a dramatic change in life, 
victory, power over sin, longing 
after the things of God, new 
direction, new aspitrations

D. THE RESULTS OF REGENERATION
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2. New capacity for 
experience - “the blind can 
see”, alive to spiritual things, new 
fellowship with God, provision 
from God...

3. New basis for eternal 
security - Chafer states,
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2. New capacity for 
experience - “the blind can 
see”, alive to spiritual things, new 
fellowship with God, provision 
from God...

3. New basis for eternal 
security - Chafer states,

“Although some have been taught 
that eternal life can be lost and 
that a person once saved can be 
lost if he defects from the faith, the 
very nature of eternal life and the 
new life forbids a reversal of this 
work of God. It is first of all a work 
of God, not of man, not dependent 
on any human worthiness...as 
natural birth cannot be reversed, so 
spiritual birth cannot be reversed; 
once effected, it assures the believer 
that God will always be his 
Heavenly Father.”
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4. We are raised to a new 
order by an act of God - 
the resurrection that has taken 
place cannot be reversed, it is 
an act of God, not of man or 
based on human merit - a 
person might fall short of what 
they should be or do as a 
believer but it does not alter 
the state they are now in 
which is eternal life - the 
ultimate expression of this is in 
heaven.
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THE HOLY SPIRIT

Indwelling and 
Sealing
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Although OT believers had life 
and victory through HSp there is 
no evidence suggesting they 
were indwelt by him. This 
changes in the NT - Jn 14:17

This is a feature of the new age 
of the outpoured Spirit
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All believers have the HSp indwelling 
them - though the obvious results 
might seem to differ!

Acts 8:14-17, 19:1-6 are not 
normative but Chafer says due to 
the transitional nature of events in 
Acts.

John 7:37-39, Acts 11:17, 
Rom 5:5, 8:9, 11, 1 Cor 2:12, 
6:19-20, 2 Cor 5:5, Gal 3:2, 
4:6, 1 Jn 3:24, 4:13

A. THE UNIVERSAL INDWELLING OF 
THE HOLY SPIRIT IN ALL BELIEVERS
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Rom 8:9 and Jude 19 speak 
of unbelievers not having the 
Spirit of God.

“Carnal Christians” in Corinth 
are still urged to remember 
they are temples of the Spirit - 
1 Cor 6:19

Repeatedly the HSp is 
declared to be a gift of God - 
no merit of man deserves this 
- Jn 7:37-39, Rom 5:5

Spirit. He now participates in the divine nature and the relation-
ship with God is restored (2 Peter 1:3, 4).

It is obvious (and also clear from Paul’s letters) that a born again
person is not immediately as perfect as the first man was perfect.
After having been born again a believer must begin to grow from
a carnal Christian into a spiritual Christian (1 Corinthians
3:1–3).

i) The Carnal Christian

Below is a diagram of the carnal Christian:

When we are born again our spirit becomes alive in Christ
and is made new, but our body and soul still need to be
changed. Our natural man has been completely influenced
by the soul. Now this place of authority has changed and we
are able to receive the right influence of the Spirit. However,
we must participate in this. The extent to which our old man

Personal Notes

66 DISCIPLES OF JESUS: LEARNING TO LIVE LIKE JESUS
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The life required of Christians 
who live in the Lord requires 
the presence of HSp - the 
person has to be anointed by 
HSp for this just as kings, 
priests in the OT were 
anointed for their task - 2 
Cor 1:21, 1 Jn 2:20, 27

is changed is the extent to which we co-operate with the
working and prompting of the Holy Spirit. Our body is
the battleground between the influence of our old life and
desires and the new life of the Spirit within us. A carnal
Christian is one who has been born again but still allows his
old, fleshly nature to guide him. This causes conflict. No
doubt you have experienced this conflict yourself.

Unless you continually allow Christ to be Lord of your life
you will remain a carnal Christian. Unless you allow the
Holy Spirit to exercise His authority you will struggle in
your Christian life, because you will be trying to work it out
in your own strength. This is just not possible. The natural
man cannot overcome his old nature and lives in constant
defeat. Victory is possible though!

ii) The Spiritual Christian

Below is a diagram of the spiritual Christian:
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the presence of HSp - the 
person has to be anointed by 
HSp for this just as kings, 
priests in the OT were 
anointed for their task - 2 
Cor 1:21, 1 Jn 2:20, 27

is changed is the extent to which we co-operate with the
working and prompting of the Holy Spirit. Our body is
the battleground between the influence of our old life and
desires and the new life of the Spirit within us. A carnal
Christian is one who has been born again but still allows his
old, fleshly nature to guide him. This causes conflict. No
doubt you have experienced this conflict yourself.

Unless you continually allow Christ to be Lord of your life
you will remain a carnal Christian. Unless you allow the
Holy Spirit to exercise His authority you will struggle in
your Christian life, because you will be trying to work it out
in your own strength. This is just not possible. The natural
man cannot overcome his old nature and lives in constant
defeat. Victory is possible though!

ii) The Spiritual Christian

Below is a diagram of the spiritual Christian:

Personal Notes

SECTION 5: SAVING FAITH 67

Chafer states, 

“this anointing is 
universal and occurs at 
the moment of salvation 
and is the same as the 
sealing of the Spirit. The 
teaching that one is 
anointed subsequent to 
salvation and that it is a 
second work of grace or 
possible only when filled 
with the Spirit is not the 
teaching of Scriptures ”
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Certain passages have led some to 
believe you can lose the HSp, 1 Sam 
16:14, Ps 51:11, Lk 11:13 - the 
first two are OT and based on an 
order where not everyone was 
indwelt and what was sovereignly 
given might be taken away.

In Acts, 5:32, 8:17, 19:1-6 all 
pose questions.

Acts 5:32 speaks of obedience - but 
this is to the Gospel, which some still 
disobey (some are disobedient but 
still possess the HSp)

B. PROBLEMS IN THE DOCTRINE OF 
INDWELLING
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Acts 8:17 - already has beens stated 
to be non-normative - Cornelius 
received HSp without any such delay.

Acts 19:1-6 - people who had 
heard JTB but never believed in Christ 
- and again their receiving the HSp 
when hands are laid on them is not 
normative.

Chafer states that the anointing of 
HSp is in fact the first or initial act of 
indwelling of the believer (1Jn 2:20, 
27) not a subsequent work - this 
applies pre and post Pentecost. See 
Lk 4:18, Acts 4:27, 10:38, 2 Cor 
1:21.
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A number of things occur at the 
same time in the life of a new 
believer - they need to be 
distinguished from the effects of the 
HSp - e.g. indwelling and 
regeneration of HSp are not the 
same even though they take place at 
the same time, indwelling is not the 
same as filling with the HSp - 
indwelling occurs once and filling can 
take place many times - indwelling is 
the same as anointing and sealing of 
the HSp.

C. INDWELLING OF HSP CONTRASTED 
WITH OTHER MINISTRIES

Tuesday 19 April 2011



Indwelling of HSp is something 
characteristic of this age Rom 8:9, 
Jn 14:17, - in indwelling the person is 
set apart or sanctified for God.

In the OT oil symbolised the anointing 
of HSp (oil was one of the symbols for 
HSp)

1. Anything touched by the anointing 
oil was sanctified - Ex 40:9-15 - for 
us HSp now sanctifies, Rom 15:16, 1 
Pet 1:2

2. Prophet sanctified by oil, 1Kings 
9:16 - Christ a prophet by the HSp, 
Isa 61:1, Lk 4:18 - we are witnesses 
in the same way - Acts 1:8
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3. Priest was sanctified with oil, Ex.
40:15 - Christ in his sacrifice by HSp, 
Heb 9:14 - believer by the HSp Rom 
8:26, Eph 5:18-20

4. King sanctified by oil, 1Sam 
16:12-23 - Christ by the HSp, Ps 
45:7 - and by the Spirit the believer is 
to reign

5. The anointing oil was for healing, Lk 
10:34 - in the same way healing of the 
soul in salvation is by HSp

6. The oil made the face to shine, which 
was the oil of gladness Ps 45:7 - fresh 
oil was required Ps 92:10 - the fruit 
of HSp is joy Gal 5:22
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7. In the tabernacle oil was 
required for the lamps Ex 25:6 - 
the oil suggests the HSp. The 
believer is the wick as a channel, 
and the light the outshining of 
Christ - the wick must rest in the 
oil, or walk in the Spirit Gal 
5:16, - must not obstruct the 
flow, resist the Spirit 1 Thess 
5:19, - the wick must be 
trimmed, cleansed by confession 
of sin 1 Jn 1:9
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7. In the tabernacle oil was 
required for the lamps Ex 25:6 - 
the oil suggests the HSp. The 
believer is the wick as a channel, 
and the light the outshining of 
Christ - the wick must rest in the 
oil, or walk in the Spirit Gal 
5:16, - must not obstruct the 
flow, resist the Spirit 1 Thess 
5:19, - the wick must be 
trimmed, cleansed by confession 
of sin 1 Jn 1:9

The anointing oil Ex 30:22-25 
had 4 spices in it, representing 
specific virtues found in Christ - 
thus the anointing takes up the 
character of Christ and applies it 
to the believer.

Such anointing is not found in the 
flesh, Gal 5:17, - and cannot be 
imitated, so God cannot accept 
anything but the life of Christ, 
Phil 1:21 - every article in the 
tabernacle had to be anointed, 
thus all of the believers life should 
be set apart for God.
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Indwelling of HSp is seen in 2 Cor 
1:22, Eph 1:13, 4:30 - and is 
entirely a work of God, it is not 
something we seek or ask for, it 
takes place at salvation.

Eph 4:30 says even if we are in sin 
still we are sealed for the day of 
redemption

Sealing has to be accepted by faith 
(like indwelling of HSp!) - it indicates 
security, safety and ownership by 
God, and shows a finished action - it 
should comfort our hearts.

D. THE SEALING OF THE SPIRIT

Tuesday 19 April 2011


