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The Baptism of HSp - a 
Pentecostal perspective

Don Basham records the following observations:
The baptism in HSp is a second encounter with 
God (the first is conversion) in which the 
Christian begins to receive the supernatural 
power of the HSp into his life. Jesus promised 
this in Acts 1:8 which was fulfilled in Acts 2:4
This second event, baptism of HSp, is given for 
the purpose of equipping the Christian with 
God’s power for service.
“It is the spiritual baptism from Jesus, in which 
he begins to exercise his sovereign possession, 
control and use of us in supernatural fashion, 
through the HSp.”
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Basham goes on to describe 
baptism in HSp in 5 points,
1. The candidate is the [water] 
baptised believer - Acts 2:38, 
8:14-17
2. They are baptised in Holy Spirit 
- Mk 1:8
3. Jesus Christ baptises us - Matt 
3:11, Mk 1:8
4. The purpose is to give us power 
- Acts 1:8, Lk 24:49
5. The result is receiving the HSp 
with gifts and powers - Acts 2:4, 
8:14-17, 1 Cor 12:4-13
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Basham goes on...It is not essential for salvation
Jesus commanded the disciples not to minister 
without this event - Acts 1:4-5

You get the HSp at conversion - but there is more 
to receive (by welcoming him)

It is for all Christians - Acts 19:2, 8:16 - most 
Christians today have salvation but no power

Christians should manifest both fruit and gifts
1 Cor 14:39-40

“Dispensationalism gained support not because 
the Scriptures back it up, but because it seemed 
to offer a ready excuse for why the church 
today is not a miracle working church”
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This is a doctrine causing a great 
amount of discussion!
Chafer states confusion comes 
from the fact that HSp baptism 
takes place at the same time as 
regeneration, sealing and 
indwelling, and so some make the 
things synonymous.
11 references in the NT to Spirit 
baptism.

Matt 3:11, Mk 1:8, Lk 3:16, Jn 
1:33, Acts 1:5, 11:16, Rom 6:1-4, 1 
Cor 12:13, Gal 3:27, Eph 4:5, Col 
2:12

Back to Chafer
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A. The Baptism of HSp before 
Pentecost

The Gospels and Acts 1:5 indicate 
baptism in Spirit is a future, never 
before taken place, event. It is not 
mentioned in OT and is anticipated 
here.

Matt 3:11 shows it is an act of 
Christ by the agency of his Spirit.
Fire might refer to the second 
coming of Christ.
Some say it should have the 
preposition en - in
Baptism is done by the Spirit - 
after Jesus’ ascension
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B. All Christians are baptised by the 
Spirit in this current age

Chafer states that 1 Cor 12:13 clears 
any confusion as to the time and 
nature of Spirit baptism. By is for him 
the key idea here - similar to Jesus in 
Lk 4:1, “led by the Spirit”, and 1 Cor 
6:2, “by you”, Col 1:16, “by him” - 
Chafer thus argues that the meaning 
of 1 Cor 12:13 is of the Spirit bringing 
us into the Body of Christ - “we are 
all” is all Christians, Eph 4:5 then 
speaks of one baptism of the Spirit 
(not of water baptism) - this is not the 
same as filling, Eph 5:18.
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C. Baptism of the Spirit into the 
Body of Christ

Chafer says the baptism of HSp 
does 2 things:
1. Places the believer in Christ's 
body
2. Baptises the believer into 
Christ (next section)
Placing the believer in the Body 
of Christ puts believers into 
union with all true believers in 
this age, a new relationship, and 
relates them to the truth found 
in the Scriptures.
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This Body is often added to - 
Acts 2:47 etc. - is headed by 
Christ, Eph 1:22-23 - is 
nourished by Christ Eph 5:29 - 
and is sanctified by Christ Eph 
5:25-27
Believers in the body get special  
gifts or functions, Rom 12:3-8, 
1 Cor 12:27-28, Eph 4:7-16 - 
also there is unity regardless of 
race, culture etc.

Eph 4:16 - 
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D. Baptism of the Spirit into Christ

One who is so baptised also has a 
new position - he is in Christ.
John 14:20 - 
Chafer says, “You in me” indicates 
baptism of the HSp.
Being in Christ identifies you with 
what Christ did - Rom 6:1-4 - 
baptised into death, buried with 
him and raised with him (and also 
has the life of Christ) - Chafer 
says this is not only about water 
baptism but Spirit baptism - see 
Col 2:12
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E. Baptism of Spirit related to 
spiritual experience

Baptism in the Spirit takes 
place at the moment of 
salvation, is received by faith 
and is a work of God. Chafer 
says,

“...the baptism is not in itself 
an experience. Baptism 
because it is universal and 
related to our position in 
Christ, is an instantaneous act 
of God and is not a work to 
be sought subsequent to 
being born again.”
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“Baptism as seen in Acts 2, 10, 19 with speaking 
in tongues was unusual and is related to the 
transitional nature of the book. In all other 
instances where salvation took place, there is 
not mention of speaking in tongues as attending 
the baptism of the Spirit...Further it is 
clear...not all Christians in the early church 
spoke in tongues. The whole concept of...seeking 
Spirit baptism as a means to an unusual work 
of God is without scriptural foundation...the 
filling of the Spirit is manifest not in speaking 
in tongues but in the fruit of the Spirit.”
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Chafer also states:
It is an error to claim there 
are two baptisms - one in 
Acts 2 and another in 1 Cor 
12:13. The example of 
Cornelius is that what 
happened to him was 
obviously the same as what 
happened on the day of 
Pentecost.
“...the baptism of the Spirit 
places the believer into the 
body of Christ, it is the 
same work from Acts 2 
throughout the present 
dispensation.”
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Chafer also states:

“Baptism in HSp places us in a 
new union with Christ and 
fellow believers, a new 
position in Christ, a new 
association of intimacy in the 
body of Christ. It is the basis 
for justification and all the 
work of God which ultimately 
presents the believer perfect 
in glory”
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Baptism of Spirit - a different 
reading of 1 Cor 12:13

John Rea takes a different approach to 
baptism in the Holy Spirit.
He suggests we have to read 1 Cor 12:13 
in context - which is not of part of 
conversion and reception into the Body of 
Christ.

1 Cor 12 is about functioning of 
supernatural gifts in the church (not 
about receiving Christ) - and about unity 
in the Body of Christ - it is written to 
people who are already believers and 
about the common bond for them all, 
which is the baptism of the Holy Spirit
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7 verses in the NT speak of baptism 
in HSp
Matt 3:11, Mk 1:8, Lk3:16, Jn 1:33 
- all recoding the prophecy of JTB.
Acts 1:5, 11:16
John Stott says that the expression 
is precisely the same  in all 7 
occurrences and therefore refers to 
the same baptism in each event. “It 
is unwarrantable to make Jesus 
Christ the baptiser in 6 instances 
and the HSp the baptiser in the 
seventh”.
Stott goes on to say it is clear that 
the baptiser in jesus Christ and he 
baptises into Holy Spirit
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...made to drink of one Spirit - 
given to drink in the NIV - Rea 
suggests this is a drink which is 
offered but there is no 
compulsion to drink
“...points to a conscious voluntary 
reception of the Spirit on the 
part of each Spirit baptised 
Christian, not something which 
automatically happens to him or 
her”
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Looking at the idea of “we all” in 
the verse John Baker suggests, “the 
apostle centres his thoughts on 2 
ideas, the unity in the Body and the 
diversity of its members in their 
differing gifts and ministries...which 
are described as manifestations of 
the same one Holy Spirit...so the 
emphasis of verse 13 is not 
concerned with how we become 
Christians but with the unity or 
oneness of those who are 
Christians, members of the one 
Christ, empowered and filled by his 
one Spirit, to function effectively in 
his one Body here on earth.”
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Rea concludes, “we do well to 
remember that it was normal in the 
apostolic age for every believer to 
be baptised in the Spirit, to receive 
the gift of the Spirit soon after 
their conversion...the experience of 
Ephesus reveals that it was unusual 
for a professing disciple not to have 
the marks of the Spirit on their 
life. In the early church frequently 
as new converts came up from the 
water of baptism the Holy Spirit 
came upon them so that they were 
baptised in water and HSp at the 
same time.”
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Holy Spirit

His Filling
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The work of HSp in relation to 
salvation and all we have 
previously discussed are 
frequently mentioned.
The filling of the HSp is related 
to Christian experience, power 
and service.
Filling of HSp is seen in a few 
individuals before Pentecost:

Ex 28:3, 31:3, 35:31, Lk 1:15, 
41, 67, 4:1
Before Pentecost there is no 
evidence of this being available 
to any life yielded to God.
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The work of HSp in relation to 
salvation and all we have 
previously discussed are 
frequently mentioned.
The filling of the HSp is related 
to Christian experience, power 
and service.
Filling of HSp is seen in a few 
individuals before Pentecost:

Ex 28:3, 31:3, 35:31, Lk 1:15, 
41, 67, 4:1
Before Pentecost there is no 
evidence of this being available 
to any life yielded to God.

Pentecost brought a new 
age of HSp working in 
every believer - all indwelt 
by HSp if they met his 
conditions:

Acts 2:4, 4:8, 31, 6:3, 5, 
7:55, 9:17, 11:24, 13:9, 52, 
Eph 5:18
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“Filling of the Spirit is defined as 
the spiritual state where the Holy 
Spirit is continually fulfilling all 
that he came to do in the heart 
and mind of the believer. It is not 
a matter of acquiring more of the 
Spirit, but rather of the Spirit of 
God acquiring all of the 
individual...in the present age this 
is the normal, if not usual, 
experience of every believer”
It is commanded for every believer, 
Eph. 5:18 - to not be is at least 
partial disobedience
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This produces a noticeable 
difference in character and 
quality of the daily life of a 
believer. God has provided for 
this but few Christians take hold 
of it.
Being filled with HSp is not the 
same as maturity - young 
believers might manifest power 
etc. whilst maturity comes 
through a lifetime of experience 
and associated factors, this then 
brings out maturity. The Bible 
speaks many times of growth 
(maturing) - Matt 11:30, Eph 
4:11-16, 1 Pet. 2:2, 2Pet 3:18
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A Christian filled with HSp will 
mature more quickly than one 
who is not.
Filling with HSp and maturity 
are most important in bringing 
us to the good works God has 
prepared - Eph 2:10
A believer has to be fully 
yielded to HSp to mature, HSp 
controls and empowers the 
person - this gives less 
hindrance to HSp working in and 
through a person accomplishing 
God’s will for them.

Example of Jesus: Lk 4:1, full of 
HSp, JTB from womb Lk 1:15
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From Pentecost day the whole 
company were filled with HSp. 
This also happened repeatedly in 
individuals - Peter Acts 4:8, 
church Acts 4:31, Paul Acts 9:17, 
13:9, Deacons Acts 6:3, Stephen 
Acts 7:55, Barnabas Acts 11:24

Eph 5:18 commands all believers 
to be filled. This is separate from 
salvation, it is not by human 
effort, you can be saved and not 
filled, should be a repeated event.
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From Pentecost day the whole 
company were filled with HSp. 
This also happened repeatedly in 
individuals - Peter Acts 4:8, 
church Acts 4:31, Paul Acts 9:17, 
13:9, Deacons Acts 6:3, Stephen 
Acts 7:55, Barnabas Acts 11:24

Eph 5:18 commands all believers 
to be filled. This is separate from 
salvation, it is not by human 
effort, you can be saved and not 
filled, should be a repeated event.

Eph 5:18 is literally “Keep on being 
filled” - compared to alcohol 
intoxication which affects the whole 
of the being, so HSp affects our 
whole being
This is not a once only experience but 
repeatable, it can be dramatic the 
first time and might be a time which 
launches a person to new heights.

“One desiring to do the will of God 
must...enter fully into the privilege 
that God has given him in being 
indwelt by the Spirit and having 
the capacity to yield his life 
entirely to the Spirit of God”
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A. Conditions for filling of the Spirit 
3 commands found in, 1 Thess 5:19, 
Eph 4:30, Gal 5:16

1. Quenching the Spirit - as in 
putting out a fire - cf Eph 6:16 - 
to say NO! Or be unwilling to let 
the Spirit have his way. This was 
satan’s original sin, Isa 14:14 cf. Lk 
22:42, “not my will...”
So, surrender your life to the Lord 
- no two masters Matt 6:24, - 
Rom 6;13, 12:1-2, both have the 
idea of yielding to God once for 
all
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Such yielding might make you 
unpopular and dissimilar with/to 
the world, but you will be 
transformed and know God’s will!
Yielding applies in general to all 
areas of life - God’s will becomes 
final. This applies to: the WOG, 
which is the final authority; 
guidance - the HSp applies 
principles in WOG, Rom 8:14, 
forbidden to take a certain 
course of action, Acts 16:6-7; to 
God’s providential acts even when 
they are not what we might 
desire; supreme example is Jesus 
in Php 2:5-11, we should yield in 
this way.
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2. Not grieving the Spirit - 
usually as a result of sin in the 
life of a believer with a resulting 
loss of fellowship, guidance, power 
etc. this can be remedied by 
repenting 1 Jn 1:9, and accepting 
1 Jn 2:1-2 
Continual sin results in ongoing 
discipline - Heb 12:5-6, 1 Cor 
11:31-32
Remember restoration of intimate 
relationship from God’s 
perspective is immediate!
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3. Walk by the Spirit - a positive 
command.
Taking hold of the power and blessing 
brought by the indwelling Spirit.
It is a present tense command - ‘keep 
on walking’.
The standard for Christian life is high - 
unattainable without God’s power and 
the indwelling HSp.
Walking by the HSp is an act of faith - 
doing what only the HSp can do - 
loving like Christ, making every thought 
captive to Christ, showing fruit of HSp, 
rejoicing, praying continually - all are 
impossible without the power of HSp.
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All of this takes place within a fallen, 
sinful world with the influence of 
satan, making it even more difficult.
There is also the sinful nature to deal 
with which is constantly trying to draw 
us back to old ways. This makes 
dependence on the spirit even more 
important. Ultimate perfection will wait 
for heaven, sinless perfection will not 
be attained on earth.

Tuesday 19 April 2011



B. Results of filling with the Spirit

1. Progressive sanctification 
with fruit of HSp manifest - 
Gal 5:22-23
2. A greater knowledge of 
truth taught by HSp - Jn 
16:12-14, 1 Cor 2:9-3:2
3. Greater guidance and 
application of truths of WOG 
in particular situations - Rom 
12:2, Gen 24:47, Rom 8:14
4. Assurance of salvation - 
Rom 8:16
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5. Worship of, and love for, God - Eph 
5:18-21, Jn 4:24
6. Prayer fellowship with the Lord - 
for intelligent prayer it has to be 
guided by HSp, Rom 8:26, praying 
the WOG - effective prayer depends 
on walking in HSp
7. Our whole life, service and 
exercise of natural and spiritual gifts 
depends on walking in HSp - Jn 
7:37-39, the whole of our life flows 
out of the work of HSp - aspects of 
our life can go properly unused 
because we do not walk in the HSp - 
people with few gifts can accomplish 
great things under HSp influence
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