
We dealt extensively with 
worship during our study of  
The Purpose Driven Life
Please refer to those note for 

further reading.
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As long as you notice, and have 
to count the steps, you are not 
yet dancing but only learning to 
dance. A good shoe is a shoe you 

don't notice. Good reading 
becomes possible when you need 
not consciously think about eyes, 

or light, or print, or spelling.
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As long as you notice, and have 
to count the steps, you are not 
yet dancing but only learning to 
dance. A good shoe is a shoe you 

don't notice. Good reading 
becomes possible when you need 
not consciously think about eyes, 

or light, or print, or spelling.

The perfect church service would 
be the one we were almost 

unaware of; our attention would 
have been on God.

C.S. Lewis
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The shortest route to 
deeper and richer worship is 

a clearer theology.
P.D. Manson
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Too many church services 
start at eleven o'clock sharp 

and end at twelve o'clock 
dull.

Vance Havner
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Missions is not the ultimate 
goal of the church. Worship 
is. Missions exists because 

worship doesn't.
John Piper
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The 
Worship
of God

Saturday 2 April 2011



1. Are we worshipping yet?
Starting in John 4 Evans says the 
reason many Christians run dry is 
that they have not yet learned how 
to worship. He says if Jn 4:14 is true 
you can never run dry, yet some of 
us know the form of worship but 
not the heart of it.

Are you in a dry zone of 
worship? How long has it been 
going on?

Worship or associated words are 
mentioned 10 times in this passage. 
[Remember the background of Jews/
Samaritans which is here].

Saturday 2 April 2011



True worship

In effect the woman first asks, 
“Which church (mountain) 
should I go to?”

Jesus tells her that he is 
inaugurating a new covenant, a 
new type of worship.

So when in the past you had to 
go to the tabernacle / temple 
to worship now it doesn’t 
matter - now the issue is not 
which church you belong to.
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2. Temples of God
1 Cor 6:19 Or do you not know 
that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit within you, whom you have 
from God?

You are the temple - therefore you 
can worship anywhere - it is not a 
matter of location but of attitude. 
So we can worship in church but 
also in every place we go.

Evans makes the point that 
Hebrews 10 illustrates how 
readily we can come into the 
presence of God ow through 
Jesus.
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2. Temples of God
1 Cor 6:19 Or do you not know 
that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit within you, whom you have 
from God?

You are the temple - therefore you 
can worship anywhere - it is not a 
matter of location but of attitude. 
So we can worship in church but 
also in every place we go.

Evans makes the point that 
Hebrews 10 illustrates how 
readily we can come into the 
presence of God ow through 
Jesus.

2.a. Individual Worship

Saturday 2 April 2011



2.b. Corporate Worship
Do I really have to go to church in 
order to worship?

Private, individual, worship always 
leads to public, corporate, worship.

Evans shows this having cited Heb. 
10 showing us individual access to 
God, he then uses Heb 
10:24-25 - And let us consider how 
to stir up one another to love and 
good works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day drawing 
near.
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2.b. Corporate Worship
Do I really have to go to church in 
order to worship?

Private, individual, worship always 
leads to public, corporate, worship.

Evans shows this having cited Heb. 
10 showing us individual access to 
God, he then uses Heb 
10:24-25 - And let us consider how 
to stir up one another to love and 
good works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day drawing 
near.

We don’t go to church because we 
have to worship there - we go 
because it is an overflow of the 
worship we have been taking part 
in all week.

Remember you are the temple, the 
church - what you would not do 
inside the “church building” should 
not be done by you in your body.
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3. The heart of true worship

In Jn 4:23-24 Jesus makes it very 
clear that the barriers which separated 
non-Jews from worshipping God were 
torn down - cf Matt 27:51

In our worship the focus now is God, 
his person.

We have to understand that God is our 
Father and the father of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Both are equally God - so you 
cannot bypass the Son and think you 
are still worshipping God. To worship 
God you have to worship Jesus 
nothing else will do.
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3.a. Worship and you
You cannot worship God properly 
with just your body - if all God has is 
your body you are not worshipping.

Jn 4:24

Your spirit has to kick in and get 
involved - Jn 10:10 was said to 
people who are already alive 
physically but needed spiritual life.

There has to be Spirit-spirit 
communion in worship

1 Cor 2:10-16 shows that it is by 
the Holy Spirit you commune with 
God
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3.a. Worship and you
You cannot worship God properly 
with just your body - if all God has is 
your body you are not worshipping.

Jn 4:24

Your spirit has to kick in and get 
involved - Jn 10:10 was said to 
people who are already alive 
physically but needed spiritual life.

There has to be Spirit-spirit 
communion in worship

1 Cor 2:10-16 shows that it is by 
the Holy Spirit you commune with 
God

Your mind has to engage in worship - 
being tired hinders worship.

Prayer must involve spirit and heart, 
not simply lips. (Isa 29:13) Constant 
prayer in heart and mind brings 
constant God consciousness (1 
Thess 5:17)

Meditation involves yielding to, and 
fixing our hearts upon, God.

What are the distractions stopping 
you really worshipping?

Many churches have a call to worship - 
making people focus on God
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Jn 4:24 declares worship should be 
in spirit and truth.

True worship is not just an emotional 
response to something said or heard. 
Nor is it simply ‘sound’ teaching.

True worship involves the correct 
information about God being received 
and translated into explosive, joyful 
worship.

Truth also involves obedience - do 
you obey the scripture? Or do you 
want to worship and to sin at 
the same time? Does your 
worship stink of your sin and 
disobedience?

Saturday 2 April 2011



4. God seeks worshippers
John 4:23

But the hour is coming, and is now 
here, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, 
for the Father is seeking such 
people to worship him.

Evans says, 

“The essence of worship is that you 
come before the God who is the 
Father of the Lord Jesus Christ with 
your inner person, not just your body, 
resting on the truth of God. That’s 
worship, nothing else is!”
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Responding to worship of God

1. Tell God you really want to 
worship him.

2. Deal with the distractions - 
allow God to take them over 
before you start to worship.

3. What is worship to you? How 
would you describe it to other 
people?

4. Do you prepare properly for 
worship - are you tired etc. 
because you do not use time 
wisely?
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