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If you hang around such a great 
God as ours it is bound to do 
something to you.

“The study of God is so vast 
we get lost in its immensity and 
so deep our ignorance is 
obliterated in its infinity”

Sometimes we need to stop 
and get a fresh vision of God - 
like the Psalmist in Ps 73, where 
he had gotten caught up in all 
that happened around him and 
lost God’s perspective.

5 ways to respond to God
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1. A greater desire to know him

Knowing God should create 
a desire in us to know him 
more. There is, after all, so 
much more to know.

Heaven is uninterrupted 
knowledge of God - and we 
shall always be learning new 
things.

Jer 9:23-24
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1. A greater desire to know him

Knowing God should create 
a desire in us to know him 
more. There is, after all, so 
much more to know.

Heaven is uninterrupted 
knowledge of God - and we 
shall always be learning new 
things.

Jer 9:23-24

Thus says the LORD: "Let not 
the wise man boast in his 
wisdom, let not the mighty man 
boast in his might, let not the 
rich man boast in his riches, but 
let him who boasts boast in 
this, that he understands and 
knows me, that I am the LORD 
who practices steadfast love, 
justice, and righteousness in the 
earth. For in these things I 
delight, declares the LORD."
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1.a. Knowing brings God’s power
The driving force in your Christian 
life should be knowing God.
Obedience should come out of 
knowing him, following comes out 
of knowing, submission out of 
knowing...etc.
Hosea 4:6 -My people are 
destroyed for lack of knowledge;
Dan 11:32 -He shall seduce with 
flattery those who violate the 
covenant, but the people who know 
their God shall stand firm and take 
action.
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1.b. Knowing God brings peace

2 Pet 1:2 - May grace and 
peace be multiplied to you in the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus 
our Lord.
Circumstances might try to 
affect this, but peace is firstly an 
inward thing in God - money, 
people, difficulties etc. are all 
outward.
Knowing God’s peace comforts 
our heart.
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1.c. Knowing God brings wisdom

Eph 1:17 -...that the 
God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you a spirit of 
wisdom and of revelation 
in the knowledge of him,
The more you know 
God the better 
decisions you should 
make - proverbs bases 
all of its counsel on 
firstly knowing God, 
then building from that.
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1.d. Knowing God brings growth

Col 1:9-10 - And so, from the 
day we heard, we have not 
ceased to pray for you, asking 
that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all 
spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, so as to walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord, fully 
pleasing to him, bearing fruit in 
every good work and increasing 
in the knowledge of God.
Knowing God produces a 
specific kind of fruit
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1.e. Knowing God brings freedom

Gal 4:8 - Formerly, when you 
did not know God, you were 
enslaved to those that by 
nature are not gods.
Knowing God brings 
confidence and assurance - 
no longer are you buffeted 
by other people and their 
ideas or opinions, or by 
emotions and circumstances.
“An unhappy Christian is an 
uninformed Christian” Evans
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1.e. Knowing God brings freedom

Gal 4:8 - Formerly, when you 
did not know God, you were 
enslaved to those that by 
nature are not gods.
Knowing God brings 
confidence and assurance - 
no longer are you buffeted 
by other people and their 
ideas or opinions, or by 
emotions and circumstances.
“An unhappy Christian is an 
uninformed Christian” Evans

Gal 4:9

But now that you have 
come to know God, or 
rather to be known by 
God, how can you turn 
back again to the weak 
and worthless elementary 
principles of the world, 
whose slaves you want to 
be once more?
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2. A greater motivation to 
worship him

Knowing God should produce greater motivation to 
worship him - here Israel did not even know the problem.

Mal 1:6-8 - "A son honors his father, and a servant his 
master. If then I am a father, where is my honor? And if I am a 
master, where is my fear? says the LORD of hosts to you, O 
priests, who despise my name. But you say, 'How have we 
despised your name?' By offering polluted food upon my 
altar. But you say, 'How have we polluted you?' By saying that 
the LORD’s table may be despised.  When you offer blind 
animals in sacrifice, is that not evil? And when you offer those 
that are lame or sick, is that not evil? Present that to your 
governor; will he accept you or show you favor? says the LORD 
of hosts.
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2.a. Leftover worship

Do you give God anything 
other than the best in worship?

Are you faking? Do you give 
leftover energy, time, money to 
God?

Are you apathetic or casual in 
your approach? Do you have 
‘bad’ worship habits?

Could someone watch your 
worship and believe God is 
worthy of worshipping?
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2.b. Tiresome & Accursed worship
Mal 1:11-13

For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name will 
be great among the nations...For my name will be great 
among the nations, says the LORD of hosts. But you 
profane it when you say that the Lord’s table is polluted, 
and its fruit, that is, its food may be despised. But you say, 
'What a weariness this is,' and you snort at it, says the 
LORD of hosts. You bring what has been taken by violence 
or is lame or sick, and this you bring as your offering! Shall 
I accept that from your hand? says the LORD. Cursed be 
the cheat who has a male in his flock, and vows it, and yet 
sacrifices to the Lord what is blemished. For I am a great 
King, says the LORD of hosts, and my name will be feared 
among the nations.
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2.c. Ignorant worship

Are we really aware of who 
we are worshipping?

Do we act as if we are 
disdainful of God when 
refusing to give our best to 
him in worship?

Jesus paid the greatest price 
for us - that we might be free 
to worship fully.
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3. A greater willingness to trust him

Hebrew word for trust means, 
“to lie down or stretch out on”

Pr 3:5-6 -Trust in the LORD 
with all your heart, and do not lean 
on your own understanding. In all 
your ways acknowledge him, and 
he will make straight your paths.

We cannot sustain ourselves. 
Do you trust God and let him 
lead your paths - in all your 
ways? Does every decision pass 
through Him, his wisdom etc.
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4. A greater determination to 
obey him

Dt 8:1-3 "The whole commandment that I command you 
today you shall be careful to do, that you may live and 
multiply, and go in and possess the land that the LORD swore 
to give to your fathers. And you shall remember the whole way 
that the LORD your God has led you these forty years in the 
wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to know 
what was in your heart, whether you would keep his 
commandments or not. And he humbled you and let you 
hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor 
did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man 
does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that 
comes from the mouth of the LORD.
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Where is your obedience?

“He let you be hungry” - God 
tests you through trials

Will you be obedient to the 
WOG (living by it) - 8:4 shows the 
result, “Your clothing did not wear out 
on you and your foot did not swell 
these forty years.”

8:10-14 Moses cautions about 
forgetting obedience when times 
are good.
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Where is your obedience?

“He let you be hungry” - God 
tests you through trials

Will you be obedient to the 
WOG (living by it) - 8:4 shows the 
result, “Your clothing did not wear out 
on you and your foot did not swell 
these forty years.”

8:10-14 Moses cautions about 
forgetting obedience when times 
are good.

Dt 8:17

Beware lest you say in your 
heart, 'My power and the 
might of my hand have 
gotten me this wealth.'
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5. A greater passion for him

The Shema: Dt 6:4 "Hear, O Israel: The 
LORD our God, the LORD is one.

An orthodox Jew recites this every day.

Evans translates it: “Jehovah is our 
Elohim. Jehovah is one! - our 
covenant keeping God, our 
powerful God is one”

Verse 5 -You shall love the LORD your 
God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your might. cf Matt 
22:37
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This is a command for us - and also for 
us to teach our children.  v.7 - because 
love is not just an emotional act but a 
volitional (choice, willing) act. You can 
choose to love - in fact there is always 
an element of choice in Biblical love.

Moses speaks of complete love:

the heart is devotion

the soul self authentication or self 
awareness (i.e. The core of who you are 
is loving God here) - Evans says this is 
like becoming soul-mates with God

Might, strength means it is not a lazy 
love - it costs you energy
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Responding to God
1. What would you miss if you didn’t 
go to church for a month? (are there 
some ‘good’ and some ‘bad’ reasons 
there?)

2. What’s your biggest fear? Choose 
to trust daily God with it.

3. Make a list of why you think 
children should obey parents. 
Consider the list from a child’s 
perspective. Why do you obey God?

4. Make a decision to love God 
more - what do you need to choose 
to do?
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