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Shrek is 
the Yiddish 

word for 
fear, alarm 
or dismay.

Yiddish was the 
vernacular language of 
most Jews in Eastern 
and Central Europe 
before World War II. 
Today, it is spoken by 
descendants of those 

Jews living in the United 
States, Israel, and other 

parts of the world.
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God is so good x3
He's so good to me

He took my sin x3
He's so good to me

Now i am free x3
He's so good to me

God is so good
He took my sin
Now i am free
He's so good to me.
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God’s goodness can be 
defined as the collective 
perfections of his nature and 
the benevolence of his acts

Evans
Ps 119:68
You are good, and what you do 
is good; 

God is by nature good - and 
good in what he does.
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People today regularly question 
the goodness of God - just like 
Eve did in Genesis 3:1-7 - 
God did not want her to eat 
from the tree and therefore 
was selfish, i.e. not good
However once satan got Eve to 
focus on what she could not 
have rather than the good 
things she had she lost focus 
on the goodness of God - and 
the result was sin.
All things called ‘good’ have to be 
judged by the goodness of God.
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1. God’s goodness is the standard

Mark 10:17-18 The rich young ruler - 
“Good teacher, what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?”
Jesus replies, “"Why do you call me 
good? No one is good except God 
alone.”
Jesus wanted to teach him what good 
really meant - that the man had to 
realise either Jesus wasn’t good at all, or 
he was God.
On a broader level Jesus taught him that 
what was good came from God.
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Mark 10:17-18 The rich young ruler - 
“Good teacher, what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?”
Jesus replies, “"Why do you call me 
good? No one is good except God 
alone.”
Jesus wanted to teach him what good 
really meant - that the man had to 
realise either Jesus wasn’t good at all, or 
he was God.
On a broader level Jesus taught him that 
what was good came from God.

1.a. Either no good - or God
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So if anything is to be called good - it 
has to agree with coming from God 
and being in line with his nature and his 
activity. In essence if it is not from God 
it is not good.
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So if anything is to be called good - it 
has to agree with coming from God 
and being in line with his nature and his 
activity. In essence if it is not from God 
it is not good.
Can you agree with a philosophy of : “If 
it feels good, do it.” “How can it be 
bad, if it feels so good?” “If God doesn’t 
want me to have it, why is it here?”
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So if anything is to be called good - it 
has to agree with coming from God 
and being in line with his nature and his 
activity. In essence if it is not from God 
it is not good.
Can you agree with a philosophy of : “If 
it feels good, do it.” “How can it be 
bad, if it feels so good?” “If God doesn’t 
want me to have it, why is it here?”
To be good it has to be sourced in God 
- not our feelings, emotions etc.
Note too that everything which is good 
for you doesn’t necessarily look good, 
produce nice feelings or emotions.
The issue is the source of goodness.
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James 1:17

Evans suggests: One might say if 
God is good and exists why did 6 
million Jews die in the Holocaust?
But, if there is no God you still 
have all those people dead. Surely 
it is better to say if it is not good it 
is not sourced in God.
This does not answer the why, but 
we do know God does not 
participate in sin and has no defect
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million Jews die in the Holocaust?
But, if there is no God you still 
have all those people dead. Surely 
it is better to say if it is not good it 
is not sourced in God.
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we do know God does not 
participate in sin and has no defect

1.b. All good from God
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You know God is good by looking at him.

Moses asked to see God in Ex 33:18-19 and then 
shows him what he is like in Ex 34:5-7

The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, 
and proclaimed the name of the LORD. The LORD passed 
before him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD, a God 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who 
will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third 
and the fourth generation."

2. God’s goodness expressed in 
his attributes
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God adds patience to his 
goodness - he chooses not to 
exercise his right to avenge 
wrong even though he could do.
Because God is patient even 
when you sin you are not 
destroyed.
Often God is patient in waiting 
for us to fulfill our promises 
made to him

2.a. Goodness and patience
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God in his goodness is full of 
grace - he gave himself for us 
even when we were in sin and far 
from him.
In God’s goodness he gives his 
best to those who deserve his 
worst. In mercy he removes your 
misery. He always tells you the 
truth.
God sent Noah to preach for 12 
years before he flooded the 
earth - only after that did he send 
the flood - all had a chance!

2.b. Goodness and grace
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Gen 1:27-31 So God created man in his own image, in the image 
of God he created him; male and female he created them. And God 
blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth." And God said, "Behold, I have given you 
every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and 
every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. And to 
every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath 
of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was so. And 
God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very 
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

3. God’s goodness demonstrated 
in his provision
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God created everything for you 
- plants, animals, fish, the sun 
shining etc...all of them reflect 
the goodness of God - and 
much of that goodness is 
directed towards you.

Acts 14:17

Yet he [God] did not leave himself 
without witness, for he did good by 
giving you rains from heaven and 
fruitful seasons, satisfying your 
hearts with food and gladness."

3.a. Earthly provision
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God is good to all in some 
ways, but good to some in all 
ways.

Matt 5:45

...so that you may be sons of your 
Father who is in heaven. For he 
makes his sun rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sends rain on the 
just and on the unjust.

3.b. Goodness to all
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Christians enjoy more of God’s 
goodness - the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, revelation, God’s 
perspective on life. In fact God 
wants Christians to enjoy his 
goodness - 1 Tim 4:1-5

For everything created by God is 
good, and nothing is to be rejected if 
it is received with thanksgiving, for it 
is made holy by the word of God 
and prayer.

On this basis Christians should be 
the most joyful of all people.

3.c. Goodness to his people
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Anything you can thank God for 
must be good - if you can’t thank 
God for it, it cannot be good, no 
matter how it makes you feel.
Good things are to be received 
with gratitude. In the same way we 
see them sanctified by the WOG 
and prayer - apply God’s word 
to it (as a standard), pray 
over it and thank him for 
it.

God now gets the glory in it.

3.d. An attitude of gratitude
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How thankful are you - is giving 
thanks a task to be done, or an 
overflow of your heart?
Do you give to God your money 
and time out of a feeling of 
having to - or do you give 
joyfully and thankfully?
Are you the Christian 
equivalent of an 
ungrateful brat?
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Romans 8:28-29, 31-32

And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to 
his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers...What then shall we say to these things? If God 
is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not 
spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he 
not also with him graciously give us all things?...

4. God’s godness transcends the 
negative
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Romans 8:28-29, 31-32

And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to 
his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers...What then shall we say to these things? If God 
is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not 
spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he 
not also with him graciously give us all things?...

4. God’s godness transcends the 
negative

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written,

"For your sake we are being killed all the day long;

   we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered."

 37 No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us.
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We live in a physically dirty, 
and spiritually dirty, world.
The problems we face are 
the result not of any lack of 
goodness on God’s part - 
but due to the sinfulness of 
men.
God made a good world - 
men have contaminated it.

4.a. A contaminated world
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Rom 8:28 - God tuns bad 
into good for the believers - 
he might allow bad things to 
happen but he will eventually 
transcend those things and 
turn it all out for his glory 
and our benefit.
Many things a parent does 
do not seem good to a child 
at the time - but in the long 
run they are the best for 
them.

4.b. Turning bad into good
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Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword?

God’s goodness does not 
mean bad things shouldn’t 
happen - it simply means that 
he brings eternal good out of 
them.

4.c. Becoming conquerors
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Ps 107:1-2a (TM) 
Oh, thank God—he's so 
good! His love never 
runs out.  All of you set 
free by God, tell the 
world!

5. God’s goodness should 
motivate worship
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We are made to give praise - 
we do it all the time with things 
we enjoy - why not God?
An old story has a wife asking a 
husband, “Do you love me?” 
The husband replies, “I told you 
I loved you 32 years ago when 
we got married, if anything 
changes I will let you know”

5.a. Talk about it
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Ps 107:2b-3 (TM)

Tell how he freed you from 
oppression, then rounded you up 
from all over the place, from the 
four winds, from the seven seas.

God has done so many great 
things in and for you - how can 
you not celebrate?

5.b. Celebrate
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Parents teach children to say thank you.
An old story has a man of God with only 
bread to eat and water to drink, his 
prayer went like this, “Bread, water and 
Jesus Christ too, what more can a man 
ask”
Count your blessings, name them one by one,

Count your blessings, see what God hath 
done!

Count your blessings, name them one by one,

And it will surprise you what the Lord hath 
done.

5.c. Say thank you

Monday 28 February 2011



1. Test the things you do by 
asking (honestly and in line with 
Scripture), “can I thank God for 
this?”
2. Memorise Romans 8:28 - and 
start to apply it into all 
difficulties and hardships in life.
3. Determine to make thanking 
God a priority in all situations 
you face in life.

Responding to the goodness of 
God
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Rom 8:28 (ESV)

And we know that for 
those who love God 
all things work 
together for good, for 
those who are called 
according to his 
purpose.
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